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SUBJECT: MARGARET THATCHER'S INTERVIEW WITH AP 
REF: WORREL-JAMES TELECON SEPT 10 

1. THERE FOLLOWS FULL TEXT OF DAILY TELEGRAPH ARTICLE 
SEPTEMBER 8 REPORTING ON MARGARET THATCHER'S INTERVIEW 
WITH LONDON CORRESPONDENT OF ASSOCIATED PRESS. ARTICLE 
SIGNED BY IAN BALL, NEW YORK DATELINE. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: MRS. THATCHER, WHO WILL MEET PRESIDENT 
FORD NEXT WEEK DURING HER FIRST VISIT TO THE UNITED 
STATES. HAS SAID THAT SHE INTENDS TO STRESS BRITAIN'S 
CONTINUING ROLE AS A WORLD POWER AND HER OWN DETER- 
MINATION TO NURTURE THE "SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP" WITH 
AMERICA. 

"THE BRITISH ARE A PHOENIX-LIKE PEOPLE," SHE ASSERTS 
IN AN INTERVIEW CARRIED BY HUNDREDS OF AMERICAN NEWS- 
PAPERS TODAY. "WE WILL COPE WITH AND CONQUER OUR 
ECONOMIC TROUBLES AND WILL RISE AGAIN." 

OF ANGLO-AMERICAN RELATIONS, SHE SAID THE STRAINS 
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WERE ATTRIBUTABLE TO ' OUR GREAT ANXIETY TO JOIN THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY.' 1 BUT SUCH CONSIDERATIONS NOW BELONG- 
ED TO THE PAST. 

BRITAIN'S SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED 
STATES "WILL ALWAYS REMAIN," SHE SAID. "I AM ABSOLUTELY 
RESOLVED AS LEADER OF THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY, OR AS A 
CONSERVATIVE PRIME MINISTER, TO PRESERVE THE CLOSEST 
POSSIBLE COOPERATION WITH THE UNITED STATES." 

MRS. THATCHER MADE HER REMARKS IN AN INTERVIEW 
WITH A LONDON CORRESPONDENT OF ASSOCIATED PRESS, A 
MAJOR AMERICAN NEWS AGENCY. WHILE SHE MADE NO PRE- 
DICTIONS ABOUT THE RATE OF BRITAIN'S ECONOMIC RECOVERY, 

SHE LEFT HER QUESTIONER IN NO DOUBT THAT SHE HERSELF 
FEELS BUOYANT ABOUT THE COUNTRY'S ABILITY TO MAKE A 
STRONG COMEBACK. 

"THOSE JEREMIAHS WHO SAY WE ARE DECLINING, OR ARE 
FINISHED, HAVE MADE THESE PREDICTIONS BEFORE AND THEY 
HAVE BEEN WRONG," SHE SAID. "THIS IS A MESSAGE I WILL 
TRY TO TRANSMIT TO PRESIDENT FORD." 

SHE PREDICTED THAT BRITAIN'S AUTHORITY ON THE 
WORLD SCENE WOULD INCREASE TO THE EXTENT THAT THE 
NATIONAL ECONOMY STRENGTHENED. 

"MRS. THATCHER DID NOT EXPLAIN EXACTLY HOW SHE 
FORESEES A RESTORATION OF BRITISH AUTHORITY AND INFLUENCE 
IN THE WORLD. NOR DID SHE SUGGEST SUCH A DEVELOPMENT 
WILL NECESSARILY COME UNDER HER OWN LEADERSHIP," HER 
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INTERVIEWER REPORTED. 

"SHE SPOKE, NEVERTHELESS, ALMOST PHILOSOPHICALLY 
OF THE GOODWILL AND THE RESPECT WHICH SHE SAID BRITAIN 
STILL COMMANDS IN THE WORLD." 

"BRITAIN'S MEMBERSHIP IN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY IN 
NO WAY PRECLUDES US FROM HAVING OUR OWN INDEPENDENT 
NATIONAL ROLE IN THE WORLD," SHE SAID. "OUR LINKS WITH 
THE COMMONWEALTH AND THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING WORLD ENHANCE 
OUR INFLUENCE AND THEREFORE BENEFIT THE COMMUNITY ITSELF. 

ON HER TWO-WEEK NORTH AMERICAN TOUR MRS. THATCHER 
WILL VISIT NEW YORK, WASHINGTON, CHICAGO, OTTAWA AND 
TORONTO. 

JUDGING BY THE AMOUNT OF ATTENTION AMERICAN AND 
CANADIAN NEWSPAPERS AND TELEVISION NETWORKS HAVE DE- 
VOTED TO PROFILES OF HER, THERE IS CONSIDERABLE NORTH 
AMERICAN INTEREST IN SEEING AT FIRST HAND THIS FIRST 
WOMAN LEADER OF THE TORIES. 

IN NEWS ACCOUNTS, INCLUDING THE REPORT OF HER 
INTERVIEW WITH THE ASSOCIATED PRESS, SHE IS BEING 
INTRODUCED AS "BRITAIN'S ALTERNATIVE PRIME MINISTER." 
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ASKED HOW SHE ASSESSED THE OVERALL SECURITY 
SITUATION IN EUROPE, WITH UNCERTAINTIES HANGING OVER 
PORTUGAL, SPAIN, ITALY, GREECE, TURKEY AND YUGOSLAVIA, 
MRS. THATCHER REPLIED: "WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER COM- 
MUNISTS MAY CHANGE THEIR METHODS BUT NEVER THEIR AIMS 
AND THEY HAVE ENORMOUS PATIENCE. 

"WE NEED PATIENCE, TOO, BUT ALSO PERCEPTION IN OUR 
DEFENCE POLICIES. THERE IS CAUSE FOR GREAT CONCERN OVER 
TURKEY, WHICH HAS BEEN DEPRIVED OF AMERICAN MILITARY 
AID AGAINST THE WISHES OF THE ADMINISTRATION. 

"THE POSITION IN PORTUGAL IS ALARMING. THERE 
WOULD BE GREAT DANGER FOR NATO IF PORTUGAL WERE TO GO 
COMMUNIST." 
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